
Chapter 18

　　The real mother of Lord Nakagawa Hisakiyo was from the Ai family of Ibaraki, Osaka.

　　Ibaraki in Osaka Kita-setsu, and Bungo-Oka.  Geographycally distant those two cities established historical and 
cultural sister city relationship for the first time in Japan.  One of the reasons for this relationship is prectous christian 
culture common to poth cities.  Apart from the Christian relics and ruins that they have in common, I would now like 
to stress that blood plays an important rde on the reiationship.
　　According to the Historical records the Nakagawa family, the third lord of the Oka clan Hisakiyo, was the child of 
the second lord of Oka Clan Hisamori Nakagawa and his wife.  However, his real mother was actually a woman 
known as Ai-no-kata.  We attempted to find the true picture of Ai-no-kata. 
　　Ai-no-kata’s real name was Shofuin Hatsu, and she was from the Ai family of Ibaraki, a prominent family of samu-
rai warriors.  (She was originally born to the family of Tobushi (Tobushi family of the Oka clan), another important 
family of samurai warriors in Ibaraki.  Then She was later adopted by the Ai family, which had close ties with the To-
bushi family.)  The head of the Ai family, Ai Ryosa, was a yuhitsu* to Toyotomi Hideyoshi, and was also a Christian 
with the christian name of Simon.  It is no wonder that Ai-no-kata to be a Christian if the leader of the family had 
been one.  Ai Ryosa worked as a local magistrate at Ibaraki Castle after losing Takayama Ukon and Nakagawa Kiyo-
hide respectively.  To compensate for soch a big loss, many Christians in Ibaraki must have put their faith in Ryosa. 
　　I happened to find a very interesting book while searching for information about Ai-no-kata.  It is titled “Settsu 
meisho zukai taisei” (translated as “The Picture Encyclopedia of Settsu”).  This could be described as a tourism guide 
to Osaka during the Edo period, and contains an article that describes Ai-no-kata as the mistress of Toyotomi 
Hideyori.  (In modern terms, she could be considered his concubine.)  If this book had been a tourism guide to Osaka, 
it had probably been a well-known fact that Ai-no-kata was a concubine of Toyotomi Hideyori.  On the other hand, Ai-
no-kata is described as the real mother of Lord Hisakiyo, but the Historical records of Nakagawa family state her posi-
tion as a maid to Hisamori.  Would it really have been possible for Hisamori to hire her as his maid when she had 
been a mistress of his former master Toyotomi Hideyori?  According to the Keigen-ki historical records, Ai-no-kata 
had locked herself in Osaka Castle together with Toyotomi Hideyori and Lady Yodo during the summer siege of 
Osaka.  Moreover, Ai-no-kata had not been living in the second house of Nakagawa family in Fushimi, Kyoto, when 
Hisakiyo was born.  The Nakagawa family had been an ally of Tokugawa during the summer siege of Osaka, so it is 
likely that they had little choice but to write the historical records in such a way.  Then can Hisakiyo be the son of 
Hideyori, not Hisamori?
　　There is a supportive eridence to what, I just meutioned.  There is a description in the “Xavier Code,” which is 
now a recommended book for the festival of the 400-year commemoration of the Oka clan castle town of the book.  
This book was written based on ancient texts passed down from the author’s family, indicating the main character 
rescued had rescued a woman and a baby from the burning flames of Osaka Castle and taken them into the Oka clan.  
These two characters had been unknown when the book was first published, but a public institute had found out what 
their names were.  According to the research, the name of the baby was written as “Otsuku-sama (Tsuku-maru)”.  
Tsuku-maru was the childhood name of Lord Hisakiyo, and the baby’s date of birth was January 10th in the 20th year 
of Keicho (1615), which was between the winter and summer sieges of Osaka.  Can this be a coincidence?  Ultimate 
judgment can be made by you, but it is truly a mystery. 
　　There is yet another mystery.  This mystery lies in a portrait of Lord Hisakiyo. (Photo 2).  The differences 
between his features and those of his father, Lord Hisamori, are obvious.  Hisakiyo were doesn’t look like a Japanese 
he rather looks like the Portuguese captains who were often depicted by Japanese painters on folding screens.  I 
wonder if Ai-no-kata would be mixed breed with Europeans.  If the Ai family had been Christian, the possibility of 
mixed breed surfaces since, there had been so many foreign businessmen in Ibaraki at the time.  
　　Nakagawa Hisakiyo, who was known as a virtuous ruler of the Oka clan, may have the blood of the Ai family, for-
eigners, or even the Toyotomi family.  This is a mystery that links Taketa and Ibaraki over four hundred years.
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(Note) Yuhitsu … A civil official who serves as a secretary and aide.
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